
Troy United Methodist ChurchTroy United Methodist Church

Bringing our BEST to the Community!

October 2018
Heartbeat

TROY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Worship, Sunday Classes & O�ces

2500 FM 935 
Troy, Texas 76579

        O�ce: (254) 938-2364
Parsonage: (254) 938–7294

Email:  troymethodist@sbcglobal.net
Pastor’s e-mail:  leslieb713@yahoo.com

“Like” us on FACEBOOK
Troy United Methodist Church

Website:  www.troymethodist.org

LEADERS IN AREAS OF MINISTRY
Pastor:  Rev. Leslie Byrd

Administrative Assistant for Congregational Care: 
Betty Hester

Administrative Assistant for Finance/Communications: 
Jamie Roucloux

Choir /Praise & Worship Leader:  Cameron  Roucloux
Youth Minister: Joey Gresham

Family & Children’s Minister:  Christin Ivey
Nursery Coordinator: Destany Oliver 
Building Superintendent: Kirby Bush

Custodian: Edward Mendoza
Women’s Ministry:  ShaShawna Bush
JOY Senior Ministries: Cindy Havard

Lay Leader:  Don Havard

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES
8:30 am - Contemporary Worship

11 am - Traditional Worship
LYFE Groups  9:45 am

Nursery:  0-2 Years
Children’s Classes:  3-4 year olds

Kindergarten & 1st Grade
2nd & 3rd Grades
4th & 5th Grades

Youth Class:  6th-12th Grades
Adult Classes:  4 Classes o�ered

YOUTH on Sunday Nights
United Methodist Youth Fellowship at 5 pm

For a Christian, nourishing our soul and feeding our spirit are as vital as breathing air 
to sustain life.  We cannot thrive in our faith when we fail to take care of our inner 
life.  Taking care of our spirit must be intentional and involve planning.  We always 
think we don’t have enough time for things, but if we don’t even have a plan for 
time spent strengthening our faith, we will �nd ourselves being dragged around 
and bumping along the road of life.

United Methodist pastors are required to complete a speci�c number of hours of 
Continuing Education each year as one way to nourish our soul and feed our spirit.  
Part of the hours are to be in spiritual care and part are to be on the educational side 
of learning something new for ministry.  This year I had several wonderful 
opportunities to stretch and grow.  First, I spent time in education, while leading 
others in educational pieces in Israel. I participated in an Evangelism event, Church 
Security Training, followed by speaking at a Small Church Summit in our Conference. 
Last week I attended the Wesleyan New Room Conference in Tennessee, which 
focused on allowing the Holy Spirit to be at work in us and through us.  All of these 
have taught me a great deal that I can use in my ministry context and in my 
everyday life.  Additionally, I served as a Spiritual Director or Assistant Director on 
two Emmaus Walks this year – both of which nourished my soul in wonderful ways.  

Another thing that nourishes my soul and is vital for the life of God’s people, is time 
in God’s Holy Word.  This year 3 groups in the church have been working through 
the COVENANT BIBLE STUDY and will complete that study in November.  I look 
forward to this time with fellow Christians each week. We do not have all the 
answers, but our sharing the questions and discussion grow our faith in profound 
ways. Beginning in January 2019, we will o�er short-term (around 6 weeks) Bible 
Studies for all ages on Tuesday mornings and evenings.  This might be a great place 
to start nourishing your soul and feeding your spirit as you begin a fresh new year.  

Other ways to nourish our souls and feed our spirits often include time spent 
“unplugged” and exercising our bodies. We currently o�er opportunities to do that 
through Camp Gladiator which meets on our campus and “Spiritual Stretching” with 
a yoga instructor-in-training, who is a member of our church.  In January, we will be 
adding an indoor walking program and some light stretching.  

All these ways are added alongside a very important time of Worship. That is where 
we come together as God’s family and listen for His Word in our lives and feed our 
soul and strengthen our spirit in ways that allow us to live, love and serve in this 
world without feeling like we are dragged from one thing to another or just 
bumping along the road of life.  So, where does your soul need to be fed and your 
spirit need some strengthening?  We invite you to make a covenant to �nd at least 
ONE way to tend to your soul by coming alongside others here at Troy United 
Methodist Church.

Proud to be your pastor,
Rev. Leslie Byrd

Pastor’s Perspective



All Saints Sunday
November 4th we will celebrate “All Saints Sunday”.  All Saints 
Day is celebrated every year on the Sunday around 
November �rst.  It is a day which commemorates all the 
saints of the church who have gone on to life eternal during 
the past year.  It began its celebration during this time of the 
year in the early 700’s.  The Greek word, “saints” means “those 
who are set apart; holy.”  We have such a great cloud of 
witnesses who in each generation have handed down the 
faith to the next generation and we wish to celebrate their 
lives and remember the ways in which they gave of 
themselves for others.  We invite you to honor a loved one 
who has passed on to life eternal since last November by the 
lighting of a candle during our time of worship.  If you wish 
to honor a loved one, please contact Betty Hester, 
Administrative Assistant of Congregational Care, no later 
than October 30th with the name of your loved one. These 
names will be read aloud, and a candle lit by a family 
member or one of our Stephen Ministers – whichever you 
prefer.

A Time of Prayer
Every strong church has a prayer team.  We are a strong 
church and are putting together a team of people who can 
pray for the needs in our church, church members and our 
community.  If you would like to become part of the prayer 
team, please join Pastor Leslie on Sunday, October 7th from 
10-10:30 a.m. in the Choir Room.  We will have instructions 
for how to create an e�ective and powerful prayer ministry.

Health and Wellness Ministry
One of the new ministries that Troy UMC is brainstorming 
ways to launch is a “Health and Wellness” Ministry.  We have 
many ideas – and we would love to hear yours.  Please email 
Rev. Leslie Byrd – leslieb713@yahoo.com with your idea for 
ways God may be guiding us to live out this ministry.  In the 
meantime, to start us o�, we are planning to start in January 
with a simple indoor walking and stretching program two 
times a month.  It will include a devotional, a way to track 
your progress, incentives, bottled water and over time evolve 
into more in-depth ways to build relationships with those in 
the community.  This walking program will be for older 
adults (45+) who do not work and have time available during 
the day.  Watch the newsletter and the church website for 
more details and share your creative ideas for health and 
wellness with us.

News and Notes
Fall Festival
This is a very important day in the life of the family of faith 
here at Troy UMC.  We bring our “�rst fruits” (gifts, talents, 
service, resources and spirit) to o�er back to God in a way 
that allows us to raise funds which open the door for us to 
focus on mission and ministry throughout the year.  Every 
single lunch ticket purchased, auction item donated, cake 
or pie baked, or items you have donated to the garage 
sale allows us to give back to God in a mighty way.  It takes 
ALL OF US working heartily and with heart-felt love to 
accomplish our goal each year, and we invite you to be a 
part of this great day.  Watch for ongoing information on 
our church Facebook page and check out the weekly 
NOTEPAD and website.  And most importantly, volunteer 
to help.  We begin on Wednesday night, October 3rd, 
setting up tables, then all day Thursday laying out garage 
sale items.  It’s “all hands” on deck.  On Saturday, you are 
needed to serve and meet and greet the community. We 
can use anywhere from 30 minutes to 3 hours of volunteer 
help. For contact information on where to serve, contact 
Betty Hester, Administrative Assistant of Congregational 
Care at 254-938-2364.

Spiritual Stretching
Join Jana Letbetter on Tuesday mornings at 8 am in the 
MAC as she leads in a time of stretching and renewing 
your body while listening to a devotion or Christian music. 
The art of stretching your body is a way of taking care of  
your physical self so that you’re better equipped to serve 
others around you. The class is by donation and all 
donations will go directly towards special church 
ministries such as Snack Buddies.

SCRIP Program

Do you know about the SCRIP Program at TUMC? SCRIP 
allows us as a church to purchase giftcards from many 
di�erent retail stores at a discounted rate. We sell those 
cards at face value to church members and are able to 
make a small percentage of pro�t to bene�t the church. To 
utilize this program, it takes a little bit of planning but if 
it’s money you plan to spend anyway what a great way to 
honor the church by using SCRIP cards! To see a list of the 
stores for which we can get cards, see the list on the 
church kitchen bulletin board. For more info or to 
purchase SCRIP cards, see Gaylon Ivey on Sunday 
mornings or stop by the church o�ce during the week.



Ministry Corner

Harvest Fun Night
Join us for an evening of food and fellowship with a 
message for all ages on Sunday, October 28, from 
5:30-7 pm.  There will be games and activities for 
children, food for all, and a message of love provided.  
All will culminate in the parking lot Trunk or Treat!
Children are encouraged to wear Halloween 
costumes (that are NOT scary or gory) and join in the 
fun.

We are in need of individuals willing to work the 
game booths.  Items and prizes will be provided, we 
need your B.E.S.T. to be able to minister to those who 
attend this event.  Please text, call, email, or grab 
Christin one Sunday morning and let her know how 
you are able to help make this a successful 
community outreach event.

Wednesday’s BEST
Join us at Trojan Park on October 3 from 5:30-7 pm 
for a fun and faith �lled obstacle course to help us 
overcome faith barriers and see Christ working in our 
world. We will move this event to the Troy UMC gym 
if the weather is not conducive to an outdoor activity. 
Please invite your friends in the community to join us!

Women's Ministry
On September 15th we spent a wonderful day at the 
Poured Out Women's retreat.  21 women joined 
together in Fellowship, worship, and learning.  We 
discussed that God pours into us and we are then to 
pour our lives out for others.  I would like to thank all 
of our speakers, breakout session leaders, and the 
retreat planning team for all their hard work and 
preparation to make this event a success.  We are 
looking forward to next year and would love to have 
suggestions and ideas from all generations of women 
about what kind of Retreat or theme you would like 
to see.  

ShaShawna Bush
Women's Ministry Leader

Stephen Ministry
I just wanted to update the congregation on the 
training for our newest Stephen Ministers.  We have 3 
people attending the training and they have 
completed 1/2 of the 50 hours of training.  We will be 
commissioning them in November during both 
worship services. I hope you will continue to pray for 
them as well as Ellen Hu�man and John Byrd who 
went through the training in 2016.  Also, please pray 
that anyone who needs the care and support of 
Stephen Ministry will come forward and accept that 
care.  Stephen Ministry is completely con�dential.   

Recently during training we talked about the 
di�erence in a load and a burden.  It struck me that 
we as people often get these mixed up.  A load is the 
everyday tasks that we carry or have to accomplish.  
A burden is something so heavy it threatens to crush 
us.  God tells us to carry one another's burdens and 
that is what we in Stephen Ministry want to do.  We 
want to walk alongside you and help you carry a 
burden that is too heavy.  If you or someone you 
know is carrying the burden of a medical diagnosis, 
loneliness, fear, rejection, or anything else, please 
reach out to Leslie Byrd or me.

ShaShawna Bush
Stephen Leader



EPIC Student Ministry

We are so proud of the 250 middle school students 
who gathered around the Troy Middle School �ag 
pole on September 25th and prayed for their schools, 
community and each other!

EPIC Student Ministry Calendar

Sundays

October 7th - Bible study and games 5-7pm

October 14th - No youth (Joey at Youth Ministry 
Conventions 

October 21st - Bible study and games 5-7pm

October 28th - Church Wide Trunk or Treat

Wednesdays
 
October 3rd - B.E.S.T. Community Wednesday Night 
Event 5:30-7pm

October 10th - EPIC Wednesday Night 5:30-7pm 
(Fields of Faith) 7:00-? We will take a church van - 
parents can pick up at �eld)

October 17th - Open Gym 5:30-7:00pm- A night of 
fun sports in the MAC Open to everyone!

October 24th - EPIC 5:30-7:00pm

October 31st - No EPIC - Community Halloween 
event

E P I C
Student Ministry

Troy UMC

hilippians 4:13



October Birthdays

  8 Trisha Hart
  9 Oneta Taylor, Kay Tyler
11 Cameryn Stewart
12 Austin Webb
13 Edward Mendoza, Jaxon Gross,
              Jessica Medrano
14 Cameron Roucloux
15 Gary Allison
17 Robert Oliver, Lindsey Hester, Madison Naser
18 Landry Hart
19 Robert Mick, J.R. Ledger, Cohen Ketcham
24 Kade Stewart
26 Melody Ledger
28 Nancy Holmes, Jill Ross, Preston Roberts,            
              Kelli Tedrow, Sydney Richter,
 Brendan Stermer
29 Charles Gover
30 Tim Kirkscey
31 Nancy Mercer, John Williams, Kirby Bush,      
 Andrew Pausewang 

October Anniversaries

  1 Marcus & Alyssa Ketcham
 Richard & Jennifer Naser
  4 Josh & Casey Pausewang
  7 Rodney & Tracie Tedrow
15 Matt & Kacy Jarma

Memorials & Honorariums

In memory of Tom Kirkscey by Barbara Thompson,   
 Katherine Maedgen, Larry & Sarah Stewart, 
 Mike & Nancy Mercer, Allene Hardt,
 Tooter & Susan Creech, Lynn Owens
In memory of Don Gregory by Larry & Sarah Stewart,  
 Tooter & Susan Creech
In memory of William Joe Pitts by
 Tooter & Susan Creech
In memory of Mary Elizabeth (Lavette) Newsom by  
 Gary & Donna Allison
In memory of Elaine Lewis by Don & Cindy Havard
In memory of Margaret Willson by BJ Finch,
 Barbara Thompson, Katherine Maedgen, 
 Richard & Betty Hester, Tim & Janice Kirkscey,  
 Mr. & Mrs. James Thomas, 
 Gary & Donna Allison, Larry & Sarah Stewart,  
 Bernie & Linda Embrey, Tiny York and families, 
 Ruby York, Susan Palmer and Robin York,
 Clem & Elaine Lungwitz, Keith, Laurie and Kevin, 
 Dennis & Dorothy Zacha,
 James & Melody Wann,
 Russell & Joyce Reinhardt, John & Arlene Nixon
In memory of Thomas Myers by Tim & Janice Kirkscey
In memory of Linda Lehr Bethke by
 Mike & Nancy Mercer

It’s a Girl!!!
Please join us for a baby shower honoring 

Joey & Amber Gresham
Sunday, October 14th @ 10AM
Troy United Methodist Church
2500 FM 935, Troy TX, 76579

Hosted by United Methodist Women and Troy UMC Youth
Registered @ Target

Baby’s name: Everly Faith Gresham

October


